 Colonel William Craig
Mountain Man and First Permanent anent Settler in Id
By D. B. Kraybill ,

In the late summer of 1954, I made a survey of t
district of Sandpoint, Idaho in connection with my ‘_
Field Representative of the Office of Eduga'tj,m_. I w
to get to know the history of the five Mountain States _
Montana, Utah, Wyoming and Colorado, which const:
the territory I was serving. The business manager of w :
School District gave me a copy of the History of the State of
Idaho' which was used in the schools and in this book I found
the following brief statement about Colonel William Craig:

Idaho's first permanent white settler was Colonel William
Craig. Born in Greenbrier County, Virginia, in 1807, he cast
his lot with the Rocky Mountain trappers in the summer of
1829. During the romantic fur-trading third decade of the last
century, he, with his intimate associates, Robert Newell and
Joseph Meek, led the wild, free life of the fur hunter. Shortly
after the arrival of the Reverend H. H. Spalding at Lapwai
(1836) Colonel Craig selected a home near the mission on
Lapwal Creek. The records show that he established a per-
manent residence in Idaho in the fall of 1846. In harmony with
the provisions of the Oregon Donation Act of 1850, he and his
Nez Perce wife, Isabel, claimed and patented 640 acres of land
at Lapwal. During the winter of 1855-1856 he rendered dis-
tinguished aid to Governor I, I. Stevens while the latter was
negotiating a series of Indian treaties. So conspicuous was his
leadership among the Nez Perce's that he was given a place on
Governor Steven's staff with the title of Lieutenant-Colonel.
During the winter of 1858-1859 he was postmaster at Walla
Walla, where he resided temporarily. He was the first Indian
Agent at Lapwal and was influential politically during the early

yoars of the Territory. He died in 1869
Lapwal. and was buried at

Contact with the historians of the Far West educational
mlndmmhmtothoummdth.tn ra e
era in the Far West, Including many b







others, we hear of him repeatedly and know that
many hunting and trapping expeditions during the he
o trappers—{rom the middle twenties to the early fort
was with Joe Walker who was assigned, by Captain :

Crockett,” built in Brown’s Hole in northwestern Colorado,
It was located on the left bank of the Green River, above the
mouth of Vermillion Creek. (4) Colonel Craig was a r -
and influential citizen in the early days of Idaho Territory.
Craig Mountain in Idaho is named after him. There is a Chap-
ter of the Sons of the American Revolution in Lewiston, Idaho,
known as William Craig Chapter Number 2. This chapter took
upon itself the task of securing funds to erect a suitable marker
at the grave of Craig. His resting place is at J aques Spur, near
the mouth of Mission Creek, Idaho. The grave is in plain sight
of the North and South Highway.

1800 to 1807. All references to

brier County, Virginia. Nicholas County, West Virginia was
formed January 29, 1818, by act of the General Assembly of

8, mainly from Kanawha County but included a small
area from Greenbrier and Randolph Counties. The establish-

ville, to lead an expedition to explore Great Salt Lake, @
ﬁ'lll. together with Thompson and Sinclair, owned Fort Davy
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likely that he actually grew up in what Is now Greenbrier
County, West Virginia. If we take 1807 as his year of birth and

age 17 or 18 (both ages are found recorded) as his age when
Jeaving for the west, he would have left about the year 1825,
This was 12 years prior to the first Craig coming to Nicholas

County.

We here submit two brief accounts of his early life that vary
only slightly in dates and the nature of his earliest activity in
the west. Robert G, Bailey gives the following account:

The nuthenticated story of Colonel Cralg beging with his
appearance In 8t Louls In 1818, St Louls at that time was the

headquarters of the American fur traders, who were se
to oust the Hudson Bay trappers of the Northwest. Craig joined

one of the outfits, composed of American traders, or French
Canadians, as they were popularly known, and accompanied
them In bateaus [sle] to what Is now Fort Benton, Missouri,
Here he left his trader friends and joined forces with a number
of trappers, who were headed for the Rocky Mountaing. In time
he became a full fledged trapper. The main rendezvous for the
trappers was at Fort Bridger, Wyoming. It was here that Craig
first met the Nez Perces, who told him of the large quantities
of fur to be had in what Is now Central Idaho. Later, Cralg,
Meok, and Robert Newell accompanied a party of Nez Perce
Indlans to thelr home section where they engaged in trapping
on the waters of the Clearwater and Salmon, The date of this
expedition s glven as of 1829, On this trip each of the trappers
got himself a Nez Perce wife, and with them returned to thelr
rendezvous east of the Rocky Mountains, Cralg had an ad-
venturous career and for ten years after his marriage roamed
the western country from Wyoming to the Pacific Ocean. He
:r.: ,l. member of the Walker expedition to California (1833

In the Colorado Magazine, September, 1934, Le
. » 1934, Leroy R. Hafen
gives us the following account: ; :
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French Canadian trappers bound for the upper Missouri. With
bateaus [sic] they made the long, arduous journey to the
vicinity of the present Fort Benton, then moved south into the
mountains. Craig left the Canadians, joined American trappers
and became a full fledged Mountain Man.®

So far, we have found no clear references to Craig, as a
trapper, until 1829 when he joined the expedition under Smith,
Jackson, and Sublette. The party of 54 trappers recruited by
William Sublette left St. Louis March 17, 1829 and headed for
the Rocky Mountains. It may well be that up to that time he
was with the trappers operating in the upper Missouri. General
William H. Ashley spearheaded the trading and trapping ex-
peditions in that area from 1822 to 1826 when he sold out to

Smith, Jackson, and Sublette.

Craig as Free Trapper and Mountain Man

It should be remembered that prior to the hey-day of the
Mountain Men or Free Trappers, the southwestern part of
what is now United States and most of what we speak of as
Hocky Mountain Area, was Spanish Territory. There was not
vet a settlement of boundary line in the disputed Oregon
Country. In 1821 the Independent Republic of Mexico was
established. In 1822 Mexico reversed the traditional Spanish
policy and threw open the doors of New Mexico to American
trade. In 1825 the state of Coahuila-Texas, of which Texas

was a district, adopted a land law which opened the state to
all Christians of good moral and personal habits who would
swear allegiance to Mexico. Little wonder, then, that the
decade beginning about 1820 saw enterprising and venturesome
souls, from the East, beginning a trek to the West to open up
irade. This, too, was the day of the Beaver Hat. The stage was
'fﬂ for the Western Trader and Trapper. The outpost of Toas,
New Mexico, was the jumping-off point for trappers operating
* ihe southwest. St Louis was the starting point for those
Seading for the Northern Rockies and the Upper Missouri.

There was ushered into existence a new breed of men: The

“ree rappers™ or “mountain men” as they called themselves.
o individuals are aptly described by Enid Johnson in his
Wography of Bill Williames "

&'h"r‘l’a— Crasg”. The Culorads Magasing, Sop-



early 1800’s to 1850 they roamed far mm .
the West adventuring into its lonely places, Mm
hidden trails, marching with the sun to the last tronﬁ@-, |

footstep beset with danger from wild beasts, hostile Ind;

hunger, cold, thirst, and many accidents.

It was they who first explored and established the routes % b

travel which are now and ever will be the avenues of commmg_.
in that region. .

The moving force in their lives was an intense love for the
freedom of the wilderness. The mountain man knew that he
would have to walk alone, relying upon himself, working and

fighting on his own hook.”

William Craig was identified with these Mountain Men at
least from 1829 to 1840 when he settled near Lapwai, Idaho
with his Nez Perce Indian wife, Isabel.

In her biography of Joe Meek, Mrs. F. F. Victor sets forth
the following incidents involving Craig:

In the fall of 1829, while employed in William Sublette’s

trapper band, Craig became acquainted with a fellow Vir-

ginian, Joseph L. Meek. One day Craig, Meek, and Nelson were

traveling up a creek on foot to tend their traps, when they came

suddenly upon a red bear. The three men ran for trees. Craig
and Meek climbed a large pine, but Nelson took to one of two
small trees that grew close together. The bear followed Nelson.
With his back against one tree and his feet against the other the
bear climbed almost to Nelson’s perch. When the trees separ-
ated with the bear's weight and he fell to the ground, the bear
tried a second time with the same result. With his third fall
Mbmtnnupmdhnmmdmbledam.




Meek also tells this story on Craig. An incident that hap-

pened in the winter of 1829-1830:

ppers were crossing the mountains between the
Bighorn Rivers, game was scarce and pro-
usted. Craig managed to catch a rabbit

and put it up to roast before the fire—a tempting looking morsel
to starving mountaineers. Some of his associates determined
to see how it tasted, and Craig was told that the Booshways
(a corruption of the word Bourgeois, the bosses, or leaders of
the expedition) wished to speak to him at their lodge. While
he obeyed this supposed command, the rabbit was spirited away,
never more to be seen by mortal man. When Craig returned
to the campfire, and beheld the place vacant where the rabbit
was so nicely roasting, his passion knew no bounds, and he

declared his intention of cutting it out of the stomach that con-
tained it. But as finding the identical stomach which contained

it involved the cutting open of many that probably did not, in
the search, he was fain to relinquish that mode of vengeance, to-

gether with his hopes of supper.?

Captain Benjamin L. E. Bonneville, 2 West Point graduate,
who had become infected with the frontier fever, had secured
the financial backing of a wealthy New Yorker and had come
west in 1832 with 110 men. His experiences since that time had
hardly been of the sort to delight his patron. The elaborately
planned Fort Bonneville that he built in the Green River Valley
was abandoned almost as soon as completed, while his brigades
haq been so handicapped by his inexperienced leadership that

their catch in furs was small. Still clinging to hopes of a for-
tune, he ordered one of his bands of mountaineers westward
.at the close of the 1833 rendezvous, with instructions to search
the barren lfsnds beyond Great Salt Lake for likely huntin
grounds. This was the expedition that gave its 1 -
Reddeford Walke . g 1s. eader, Joseph
- + @n opportunity to earn his niche amo
‘e pathfinders of the American West, .

While the tra
Yellowstone and
visions were nearly exha

No pains or fXpenise were
spared in party
forty men which he was to mlmnu:lt.un':‘h:;‘ ht:: mnh:
h%m-mt.mdwanCmulth
eftuuing “::;:mn in lthlncyofBoumm. the largest
M-. ldp.whldhwulohhllpﬂnldm
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d their way through the wild land of rocks and s: d
]f:’l.ln beyond, toalfowed the well-trapped Humboldt thqr to t
Sierra Nevada Mountains, and crossed this awesome
where swirling snow and icy winds reduced even the se: n
hunters to near desparation, [sic] to emerge at last amidst - .
warmth of the San Juaquin Valley of California. Pushing on
to San Francisco, the party turned southward along the coast
to Monterey, where they spent the winter of 1833-34. In mid-
February Walker took the trail once more, moving south along
the San Juaquin Valley to Kern River, which was followed east-
ward into the low defile since known as Walker Pass. There
the hunters turned to skirt the Sierras as they marched through
Owens Valley and across parched deserts where they nearly
died of thirst. In June they picked up their own trail which
led them back along the Humboldt in time to reach the 1834
rendezvous at Ham’s Fork of the Green River.'’

William Craig, with other independent trappers, was among
the 40 men who joined the Joe Walker expedition to California.
A story pertaining to it which Craig told to Thomas J. Beall
after they met in Idaho in 1857 is here repeated:

The waters of the Humboldt River are of a milky not
clear. So one afternoon, while camped on the said strec:;,t' and
hdumenmwltﬂp.lttartedfortheswimmingholeandm
m-hmutoplungolnwhenlzotahunchthntthingsmnot
hey should be and I had betterlnvuﬁgntebetmtlkingl




the opposite side and in so doing I ran into some ‘rosebrier
bushes and scratched myself some, but I was so full of laughter
I did not mind that. T peeped through the bushes just in time
to see him extricate himself from the mud. He then washed
the mud off as well as he could, returned to the tepee, put on
his clothes, shot his rifle off, cleaned it, then reloaded it and
hollered at me, and said: ‘Now show yourself and I'll drop a
plece of lead into you’ which I failed to do, as I did not want

fore sundown I was told to come into camp and get my supper
and leave, that I could not travel any further with that party.

I was very glad of the permit for it was rather monotonous
out there in the brush with nothing but a blanket around me
and nobody to talk to and my pipe in camp. I soon dressed
myself and then it was time to chew. Our company was divided
into messes and each mess was provided with a dressed buffalo
hide. It was spread on the ground and the grub placed upon it.
When supper was announced we sat down. I sat opposite to
Walker and in looking at him discovered some of the blue mud
of the Humboldt on each side of his nose and just below his
eyelids, and I could not help laughing. He addressed me in an
abrupt manner and said: ‘What the h--1 are you laughing at?’
I told him that gentlemen generally washed before eating.
With that the others observed the mud and they too roared with
laughter in which Walker joined, but he threatened if ever I
played another such trick on him he would kill me as sure as
My name was Craig. This place on the Humboldt River was
ever afterwards called by the mountain men ‘Walker's Plunge’

or ‘Hole',
Cralg characterized the Walker expedition as more of a

horse-stealing than a fur-trapping expedition. He says that
they got away with 500 to 600 horses, which they traded to

ihe Indians on the way back to the Rocky Mountains.'?

In his blography of Joe Meek,

Year of 1832", Harvey E. Tobie has the following reference to

Craig

in Chapter VI, “The Exciting
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DeVoto in Across The Wid,

domeiption of the fur fradiclg ESPRIIY
in 1838. The Bridger brigade met with a graup« of
on their way to the Oregon Countr?r.. Meek, .
Walker, and Craig were with the expedition and :
that we here quote shows that Mrs. Craig was W
rendezvous was at the Popo Agie not far west of Fo _‘

While their husbands tinkered with the outfit, the
(missionaries’ wives) moved New England to the Popo
setting up a sewing circle, Humble, frantically inqq
squaws hung round them in platoons, touching them e :
blood move under this odd white skin, inspecting the mysterime X

suaws had odd, but admirable equipment for ng:
thimbles, emery bags in the shape of strawberries, needles d :

ey frames, threads of all sizes ang célwnmem’mm P
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as the date of his marriage and

Wyoming rendezvous, Craig married Isabel,
ef James of Lapwai. Two years later, in the
he helped Robert Newell and Joe Meek take

man. Soon after that, he and his wife appeared at her father’s
village on Lapwal Creek, where Craig began farming a tract of ¥
pottom land near the Spalding Mission. When Spalding
objected, saying that he needed all that land for the mission
garm, Craig moved farther up the Creek. In 1846, he secured a
t deed to his farm, the first deeded land in Idaho.'®

%

Fort Davy Crocketti—Its Owners and Visitors

Numerous references to Fort Davy Crockett give Craig,
~ along with Thompson and Sinclair as the owners. Located as
it was along the left bank of the Green River in the northwest

gorner of Colorado, it seems to have been a crossroads place,

more or Jess secluded and visited, at sometime or other, by most
~ of the famous Mountain Men of that era. Since Craig was one
of the owners, and, therefore, frequently found there, I felt
| that & description of the fort, as given by several of its visitors,
‘should be set forth in this study; also a word about the other
two owners; and some references to visits involving Craig.

~ The date of the founding of Fort Davy Crockett has not been
.de determined. Brown's Hole, the mountain-walled
Walley that was the site of the post, had long been a favorite
- resort for the Indians. In this grassy retreat the Indian
sought shelter from the storms that swept the surround-
Bt taine
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sand the aoRlae hunt”, and also-
pers, B0 e tndians, who had preceded thelr trit
their winter haunt. Here also were the lodges of Mr.
a trader, who usually stations himself here to____
Indiammdwhitetrappers.ﬂisslnnlodsewas._ - Ware .
and buffalo robes were spread upon the ground and counter,
on which he displayed butcher knives, hatchets, powder, m
fish-hooks, and whiskey. In exchange for these articlm hg
receives beaver skins from the trappers, money from travelers,
and horses from the Indians. And, indeed, when all the inde..
pendent trappers are driven, by approachif:g winter, into this
delightful retreat, and the whole Snake village, two or three
thousand strong, impelled by the same necessity, pitch their
lodges around the Fort, and the dances and merry makings of
a long winter are thoroughly commenced, there is no want of

customers.'®

Five days after the arrival of Farnham, an east-bound party,
returning from Fort Hall, of present Idaho, reached Brown’s
Hole. Among the new arrivals was F. A. Wislizenus, a German
doctor from St. Louis. In his book, written originally in Ger-
man and giving an account of his journey, Dr. Wislizenus said:

wings, and no enclosure. Instead
dmmmmmmmm Innhon,the'hdn.&
Mwm&tmm&.&!&m
m:aamwmmmwmmammq.

: Thompson, Cralg, and
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longed to Mr. 'I'hemps::j.n the other to Mr. Cra
partners and have a trading post at Brown's Hole,
' ihe west side of the mountain”.'® iy

vt

On October 1, they reached Brown’s Hole, where m; "
mained until mid-winter. Sinclair had been at the fartw ‘
the absence of his two partners. e e

Craig’s partner, Philip F. Thompson, according to his sworn
statement, Affidavit of Settlers on Unsurveyed Lands” Na-
tional Archives, was born in Williamson County, Tennessee, in
1811. In early life he went to the Rocky Mountains and in 1842
came to Oregon. Of Thompson’s youth and his early years in
the mountains, we have no record. He was at Brown’s Hole in
the summer of 1837 according to Kit Carson and Doc Newell,
and from there went on a trading expedition to the Navajo
Indians. The mules, he and Sinclair procured in this venture,
Thompson disposed of at Fort Vasquez on the South Platte.
The goods received for the mules he brought back to Fort Davy

Crockett to trade with the Indians.

Thompson went down the Arkansas River and to the Missouri
frontier for supplies in the spring of 1839. He returned with his

m in the supply cavern of Sublette and Vasquez, leaving
, Missouri, on August 6, 1839, and reaching Fort
Vasquez September 13.

From South Platte Post Thompson and his partner Craig,
with their Indian wives and children, crossed the mountains o
ihelr Fort in Brown's Hole.




bed, and bade me occupy bo h

mﬂl. | _.- |
ccording to H. H. Bancroft, Prouett

for‘:ail in 1843.% In December, 1851 the

sas in 1830, settled at Cowal
m::&h:nhfornia, in 1843 and was an active
there until 1882. The Santa Cruz County Great : 7
1888 lists him as 77 years old and born in Tennessee.?' T e
no doubt the partner, since his brother Alexander was
at the battle of Pierce’s Hole in 1832.

Edwin L. Sabin in Kit Carson Days has the following refer.
ence to Fort Davy Crockett and its owners: |

Myeth's Fort Hall had been sold, the summer of 1837 to the
British. Under the new proprietors it engaged some of the
American Trappers, but Fort Davy Crockett, in Brown’s Hole,




o ountain code offered them breakfast. They had eaten,
ever, and what they wanted was instruction—the type held
© true at this meeting. Joe said there was a village of Nez Perces
only @ day's ride beyond Fort Hall. He himself was going to
winter with them when he could get his wife. (A Nez Perce
S hom he called Virginia; she was to bear him eight children,)
He advised the greenhorns to join the village, too, and travel
with it to the Nez Perce Country where there was a mission,
Spalding’s Lapwai. The lava and the peaks, the rivers and the
the sagebrush and the thirst—the country between

River and Trail's End was in Joe’s mind and he thought
gently, that they would need the Nez Perces. d

Farnham thought him much like an Indian: ‘The same wild,
unsettled, watchful expression of the eye, the same unnatural
gesticulation in conversation, the same unwillingness to use
words when a sign, a contortion of the face or body, or move-
ment of the hand will manifest thought: in standing, walking,
reading, in all but complexion he was an Indian’. He cursed
the American Fur Company for them. It had used his skill,
risked his life, paid him little, and now cast him off. Every

whom Farnham had met—a good many—had said the
same. And he looked poor. It was starving times for Joe Meek.
He had so sparse and worn an outfit that the wind, which can
be cold of an August morning in Bear River Valley, made him

shake like an aspen leaf.

Let them watch out for Blackfeet, Joe said. There were some
sesr Soda Springs, which they would presently reach. Farther
slong they would find Joe's White horse. It had given out and
be had had 1o cache its pack.

Joe Meek, the bear killer, a Carson man, a Bridger man, a
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ported to

w Sublette led a company @;1
th:n (:r?gon Trail and to Gree:: Rim;‘m dtin
They left Independence on May 12, ‘and » August
down Green River to Brown’s Hole. No data have m
as to whether or not they reached their destination m@m
they fared. But Andrew Sublette was back on the § th
Platte and Arkansas Rivers next spring.

John C. Fremont upon returning from the Pacific Coast on
his second exploring expedition reached Brown’s Hole on June
7, 1844. “This sheltered valley”, he wrote, “was formerly
favorite wintering ground for the trappers.” Carson, who ac-
companied Fremont, had spent much time at Fort Davy
Crockett and must have told his chief something of the Fort's
history. But nothing of this is recorded in Fremont’s official
report. The pathfinder merely recorded that his encampment
&5 Oppasite to the remains of an old fort on the left bank of
the river.»




ot wanted to help perfect the clajm , ly tha

Doty, and John Larison. Neweu,ﬂg'mi Cﬂeb]md i
decided to make for the Columbia River, , . . Vilking

Craig remained in the upper country and settled at Lapwai
while Meek and Newell proceeded to the Dalles on horsebadk
jeaving their wagons to be brought on at the earliest oppor-

tunity.*

It was natural that William Craig would settle near Lapwai,
jdsho. He was married to Isabel, daughter of Chief James,
who was chief of the Nez Perce Indians in the Lapwai Valley.
This made it possible for him to learn the Nez Perce language
and to understand the customs, attitudes, and beliefs of the
tribe. Spalding, the missionary, located along the Clearwater
River, near Lapwali, in 1836. Many of the Nez Perce tribe at-
tended his mission school, and in other ways came under his
infigence. With the coming of Spalding, the influence of Chief
James over his people lost strength. This is, no doubt, the chief
cause for an enmity between Chief James and Spalding. Wil-
Bam Craig and Missionary Spalding did not get along well as
neighbors. Cralg's kinship with Chief James and his years
“Moughing 1" as a Mountain Man may have been the leading
factonrs 1hat promoted their mutual dislike for each other; but
Wewe sbout this later. Craig's usefulness in dealing with the

& shown in the following quotations from the book
War Chief Jowephs by Howard and McGrath. mduumgz

domeph s & boy, sttended Spalding's school. His father,
Aot b been bageised by Spalding.
S




by Tu-eka-kas (Joseph), who approached the council under the
American flag and carried a New Testament in his hand as
proof of his good faith toward the Americans.

General Palmer, Indian Agent for Oregon, was favorablv
impressed by the attitude of the Nez Perces, and told them to
return to their homes for the spring planting, and to continue
their peaceful relations with the whites. . . .27

Concerning Governor Stevens’ Council Meeting of 1855-

Next to arrive, after several days’ delay, were the Cayuses;
then came the Walla Wallas, the Umatillas, and the Yakimas,
All tribes but the Palouses were represented. Five Thousand
Indians and a mere handful of white officials, attended by a
military escort of 47 dragoons under Lieutenant Archibold
Gracie, were present at the council. It was probably the greatest
peace gathering of Indians ever held in the west, Besides
Governor Stevens there were present, his thirteen-year-old

The difficulties between Chief James and Missionary Spald-
ing and the possible influence on Craig are well presented by
Haines in hig book, The Nez Perces:
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Excerpts from Duery’s Life of Henry Harmon P

throw further light on the difficulties between Spalds

When William Craig arrived to live in the valley, things
M...Assoanashearrived,Craigbegancriticizing
Spalding. On December 1, 1840, Spalding wrote in his diary:
'Old James and others say they have been stopped from going
after timber by Cragge who tells them I am making dogs and
slaves of them. I ought to pay them for going after timber.’

Craig claimed that if Spalding were a sincere missionary he
would feed and clothe the people for nothing. . , . Craig found a
powerful ally and sympathetic listener in James, who had

feasons of his own for opposing Spalding. . . . Craig persuaded
some of the Indians to destroy Spalding’s mill dam. . -

Spalding practiced the gospel of the second mile, and sawed a
sumber of logs for Craig in order to help him build a house. For
& Ume Craig worked for Spalding, and outwardly at least they
remained peaceful, but Craig's influence was always with the

" party. At various subsequent times he caused Spald-
¢ greatl cuncern

Al the time of the Whitman Ma

. forewarned, and that was present with a
‘rdh‘-Mhu nc:;.-“hlmt

ssacre, Craig gave protection
% Mrs Spalding by inviting her to come to his home:
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In 1818 an agreement was r
and the United States that

adians t h
e
w

England declined any settlement
bank of the Columbia River. Until ._
n the Oregon Territory had been hup . trappe
traders. The coming of the missionaries,.wim:g
settlers began to change things. In 1835 Ma
up a mission at the junction of the Snake and Col-
By 1842 there were approximately 500 Americans perme
located in the territory. In 1843 the settlers formed 3 ¢,
ment of their own and asked Congress to
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The constitution of the

government formed by the
» 1843 had this important '

provision relative to lang
* claimant should designate the boundari claim, k I‘
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A. D., 1846 to the 4th day of June A. D

of . by June 4, 1855, the boundar:

organized territory by act of Congress (Au
fixed

r."'_t :

and the part, north of the Columbia ¥
m Snake River, was now in Washington Territo
gy Lapwai Valley, which was an area east Gt S HES.
was in Washington Territory as the “Notification” indi

Governor Stevens, in his capacity as Superintendent of Indian
Affairs, after many days of deliberation in council, finally
secured Indian approval of the land to be set aside as Nez Perce
Reservation. This treaty was signed June 11, 1855. William
Craig’s claim was within the reservation area. The following
excerpt indicates the high regard the Nez Perce Indians had
for him:

Wiltiam Craig, at the special request of the Nez Perces, was

in his holdings near Lapwai by a special clause in
the treaty. His ability to retain the confidence of the tribe and
of the various government officials would indicate that he was

s more honest man than Spalding had believed. He was a use-
ful man too, acting as interpreter and letter writer for the

Indians on many occasions.’

In the Indian wars of 1856 and later Colonel Craig served on
the staf! of Governor Stevens, heading a company of Nez Perce
Indians which he had recruited. He was made a Lieutenant
Colonel by the governor.

Gd-dﬁqmmwrwaﬂmdwlmtomm
tresties negotisted by Governor Stevens. Attention was
slready called 1o the treaty with the Nez Perces at the Walla
Walls Council, June 11, 1855. There was also the treaty with




1 have in my charge the friendly Ca;

ington Territory and the Nez Perces
of Snake River, and the Tucannon, which

River; on the north by the range of moun
Water and the Coeur d'Alene; east by the B
tains; on the south they are bounded near the lin

The face of their country is barren, and very broken: it :
well adapted for stock raising. Rella i
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g9t excited, became hostile, lndjoinedthehosﬁleha&,. :
mumumthethemturnedtotheircmmlrymdm—
fessed to be friendly. nqmnowwortingtheh-litﬂtm




at Walla Walla in 1858 and 1859,

In 1861 the first ferry was established Clearwater
hnmlﬁm-mﬁfmmmww
melﬂwbenitwassoldtoamannamedsm

Cohd(!ra.ighadaparalyticstmkeinlmanddiedin
September of that year. Listed as his heirs were- Isabel Craig
(wife), Joseph William Craig, Adeline Pinney, Annie Fairfield
Woodard, and Martha Robie Vaughan.

On October 27, 1946, Colonel Craig was honored at dedication
m'hmamemornlstonewnunveﬂedakngh
MndSouthighway,twomﬂaMotJmS;nr,h
the Lapwal Valley. The dedication address was delivered by
Dr. Francs Haines who is presently at Oregon College of Edu-
cation, Monmouth, Oregon. The following descendants of Wil-
Sam Craig were present at the unveiling: Mrs Mamie Johann,
Pitsteagh Pimney. Culdesac, the only surviving grandson; Mrs.




